Photo-Telidon can describe images as a series of 
scanned points in color or in black and white. The 
result is a photographic image of the original. 


which | can draw a Euatlaly of oration Serv- 
a om the electronic cee of oe 


The Telidon user can access data bases merely by 
pushing a few buttons on a keypad or keyboard. 


computers. Users can obtain information they 
_ want from the system and also send information 
back. | 


- Teletext is the name given to the broadcast ver- 


sion of videotex. in this system the information is 


_ broadcast over the spare or unused lines of a — 


TV signal or over a cable TV channel. It is trans- © 
mitted in high-speed bursts every few seconds. 


The viewer pushes butions fo choose a particu- 


lar page, and the information is displayed | 


- almost instantly on the TV screen. — 
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- Telidon is the Canadian videotex system. 


Invented at the Communications Research 


Centre in Ottawa, it was first made public in : 


August, 1978. It has made Canada a world 
leader in two-way TV technology, 


The Telidon system consists basically of three 
components: 


— data bases connected to a central 
computer: 

—  amodified TV set with a push-button unit 
like a pocket calculator or a keyboard like 
a typewriter, for getting or sending infor- 
mation; 

—  q@ fransmission link, such as telephone lines, 
cable, optical fibres, television broadcast, 
satellites, or even laser. 


: The intorGHon oiea in ine central comeuter Ip. 
: delivered by the transmission link to a. Gecoder | 
at your TV set. This decoder transforms it ne 
Pea ers oe ” hese) 


Telidon lets you, the user, , choose the infor: 
- mation you want, at the time you want it, There 
is no eee. that oes ae fol lowed. 


: 4 Yea will be able fo t use it ic request information 2 

= of all sorts, answer questions, leave messages, 
io play computer games, carry out calculations, | 

_ study courses — the possibilities are endless. 


elidon is a superior videotex technology. The 
esigners wanted to ensure that the system 
would never become obsolete, and made it 
flexible enough to accept any forseeable 
changes in technology. The system is designed © 
to work with a wide variety of TV sets, whether 
European, North American, or even some future 
display technology. Almost any means of trans- 
jission can be used. And many different 
omputer data bases can be “accessed” by 
elidon — some old, some new, and some just 
OW being created. 


One. of the reasons Telidon is betfer than other 
See sina Ss is iis albility to Roce — : 


are ‘smoother, more detail is Possible, and 
s can. even be animated. — - 


In our rapidly changing society it is important to 
_ have a videotex system that is consistent 
throughout the world. / 


Telidon is now the accepted videotex standard 
_for North America, and is rapidly becoming the _ 
preferred standard for government and com- —__ 
mercial users in other parts of the world. 


_ In November, 1980, Telidon was officially ratified — 

~ as one of the world standards for videotex by 
the agency of the United Nations responsible for _ 
setting worldwide telecommunications 
standards. 


hey. “1981, ‘two giant North American 
ommunications corporations, American 
Telephone and Telegraph (AT&T) and the 
Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS), 


text standards based on Telidon’s superior — 
graphics abi lity and coding format. | 


This means that consumers all over North — 
America will be able to access a vast array of 
electronic publishing and other services from 
any place in Canada and the United States 
ith the same equipment, 


Vicieotox Sic! Wlccre: in once 
superior graphics capabilities of Telidon and 


fe recently introduced ake le ferminals. 
ch use elder se ad Lies 


announced their support for videotex and tele- 


ngland and Finland have also recognized the - 


__ How to use Talidon 


_ Dialogue with Telidon is very simple. Information 
in electronic data banks is arranged in 


“pages”. Each page has a number and repre- 
sents the information that can be seen on the 


- screen. An index lists the categories of informa- 

tion and the page number for each one. The 
user proceeds, step by step, from a general 
index to a specific page. No special training is 
a needed. 


To summon up any o fhe fhoikonds of pages of 
stored information, you press a few buttons to 
spell out a code, obtain a table of conients on 
the orea of information required, and then press 


__more buttons to get the specific item you wish. 


A graphics tablet can be_used to put information or 
drawings into the Telidon system. 


this equipment to provide a whole range of 
Telidon-based information services. 


What Telieon il) do ior you 


Telicion brings a world of information to your 
fingertips, and can add many new dimensions _ 
to your life. 


or example, if you wish to buy a house, you 
ould call up real estate listings, indicate the 
district you want and the price range you are 
considering, and the TV screen would show a 
_ list of addresses. Choose one, and a drawing of 
the house would appear on the screen. Push 
more buttons and a floor plan would appear. 
his could be followed by prices, taxes, mortgage 
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Many other uses will be available, limited only 


by our imagination. Electronic mail, pro- 


grammed learning COUTSES, weather forecasts, | 


electronic “yellow pages’, games, stock market | 


information and electronic newspapers are only 


: _ 801 some a the pei 


: ‘Telidon equipment is now se made by 
ee paie such as Electrohome Ltd. of 


< a ver, ahs Hemton Corp. of Ottawa and 


: oe fonic publisher. 


ak of Pakenham, Ont. Telidon systems are 
being provided by Infomart of Toronto, an 
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whan wil Talon becmecee? — 


Many field trials — and some commercial sys- 
tems — across Canada are being operated or 
planned by broadcasters, cable companies, 
telephone companies, electronic publishers 


and others. These trials are being conducted to _ 


test equipment, service, and the potential 
market for these electronic information systems. 
Fourteen Telidon projects have already been 
announced in Canada and 20 more systems 
will be in operation by early 1983. In the United 
States, a variety of companies and organiza- 
tions are participating in trials, have bought 


equipment or endorsed Telidon. Telidon systems — 


and equipment have also been sold to organi- 


zations in Venezuela, Australia and elsewhere. _ 


= Tisse trial sand acmmercicl systems are 


4 avatonie Teliden services. 


- system that will perform many of the services — 
- envisaged in the wired Gilles: of tomorrow. 


expected to expand to provide more generally 8 


The sun 


The development of Telidon has been rapid. 
In the future, Telidon may well form part of a 


Telidon is emerging as one of the key 
technologies that are ae us into ng) infor- 
mation age. : 3 


Telidon can reproduce a virtually unlimited range of 
colors and shades of grey. 


For further information, contact: 
information Servic 

Department of Communications 
300 Slater Street »- 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0C8 
Telephone (613) 996-81 85 


bd 


Or 


Telidon Office 

Department of Communications 
300 Slater Street 

Suite 2000 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0C8& 
Telephone (643) 996-4243 


August 1981 
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a Government of Canada Gouvernement du Canada 
Department of Communications — Ministére des Communications 
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